
As regular readers of our e-newsletters may know, partnerships, inter-agency cooperation, and 

community engagement are all major points of emphasis for our office.  In this latest edition you 

will be able to read about the start of a new community collaboration along with some other 

initiatives that are having an impact on the city of Columbus and beyond. 

You’ll also have a chance to learn more about “moseying”—in case you missed the recent media 

coverage about a new venture of ours to help document Columbus’ unique neighborhoods.  

Moseying to me means getting out and talking to folks where they live and work to get a sense of 

what is going on at the “ground level.” 

While some seem to think that moseying is a new gimmick, it is something I have been doing as 

an elected official for over 30 year—the only thing new is the video camera.  In fact, my moseying 

goes back even further, to my deployment in Vietnam as a First Lieutenant in the United States 

Army.  In hindsight, it probably wasn’t the wisest choice to mosey in a military zone but, suffice it 

to say, being curious enough about your surroundings to venture out and explore is what 

moseying is all about. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the retirement of a long-serving and dedicated member of 

the City Attorney’s office.  Assistant City Prosecutor Rob Levering is packing up his law books 

after 36 years in the office.  

Having earned his Bachelor’s degree from The Ohio State University 

in 1975, Rob began working for the City Attorney's office in 1978 with 

the Night Prosecutor Mediation Program while he was a law school 

student at Capital University Law School. 

Rob served many different roles throughout his tenure: Legal Intake 

Counselor; Assistant City Prosecutor; Director of Intake; First 

Assistant City Prosecutor; Senior Assistant City Attorney; and, most 

recently, the assigned 4C Arraignment Court prosecutor and 

Arraignment Team Supervisor.  He also leaves us as the last member 

of the City Attorney’s undefeated softball team many ages ago. 

It's an understatement to say that Rob will be greatly missed at the 

municipal courthouse.  We wish him well in his retirement. 
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New Documentary Series Offers Unique Look at Columbus Neighborhoods 

City Attorney Pfeiffer is bringing a practice he has employed for over thirty years as an elected 

official into the Digital Age. 

With the launch of his new “Moseying with Rick Pfeiffer: Exploring Columbus Neighborhoods” 

video series, the long-time Columbus politician is giving the public a front-seat look at his famous 

visits into Columbus neighborhoods—both big and 

small—and the nooks and crannies in between. 

It is likely that more than a few Columbus residents 

have experienced Mr. Pfeiffer jumping out of his car 

and peppering them with questions to find out what is 

happening in their neighborhoods.  For years, he has 

routinely taken interns, staff members, council aides, 

judges, and other elected officials through main 

boulevards and back alleys to provide a unique 

perspective on the history and character of the dozens 

of Columbus neighborhoods stretched over the city’s 

more than 220 square miles. 

With so many neighborhoods to explore, it was only fitting that Columbus’ “first neighborhood,” 

Historic Franklinton, was chosen to launch the series.  The next documentary, this time featuring 

the Parsons Avenue corridor, is in the works.  Several more neighborhood documentaries are 

planned. 

Given the City Attorney’s role in dealing with 

public nuisances such as graffiti, code violations, 

abandoned properties, and liquor permit 

violations, Mr. Pfeiffer considers moseys a useful 

way for him to see first-hand the challenges that 

confront communities. 

As such, the video series will not gloss over the 

problems that neighborhoods face.  However, 

ultimately what is conveyed is the pride and 

resiliency of residents in their neighborhoods. 

City Attorney Pfeiffer hopes the video series will 

inspire others.  As he says, "try a mosey, you 

might be surprised what you learn about your 

city." 

The program can be viewed online, with 

subsequent episodes planned for wider broadcast.  
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 Moseying is an expression 

I’ve used for decades.  It means 

getting out into the community, 

visiting neighborhoods, talking 

to people where they live and 

work, and finding out what is 

going on at the grassroots 

level of our city. 

Columbus City Attorney 

Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. 

“ 

” 

Click on the above scene to watch the first episode 

of City Attorney Pfeiffer’s neighborhood 

documentary series. 

A screenshot from the next episode currently in 

production, a mosey down the Parsons Avenue 

corridor. 
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City Attorney Partners with Homeless Coalition 
As another example of his emphasis on relationship-building, City Attorney Pfeiffer recently 

announced the launch of a joint effort between his office and Street Speech, a monthly newspaper 

published by the Columbus Coalition for the Homeless. 

Starting last month, the City Attorney’s office began providing content for a regularly occurring 

column in Street Speech dedicated to criminal justice issues in Columbus. 

While downtown residents and workers may be 

familiar with the friendly faces of Street Speech 

vendors, one of the goals of the new partnership is to 

help larger segments of the Columbus community 

become more aware of Street Speech and their cause. 

According to their mission statement, Street Speech 

is intended to: 

 act as a voice for the most vulnerable members of 

the community while advocating for issues of 

social and economic justice; 

 foster self-sufficiency by providing a source of 

income to people living in poverty; 

 create awareness of the issues of poverty and homelessness through newspaper content and 

positive interaction between vendors and community members. 

Vendors buy Street Speech from the Columbus Coalition for the Homeless for $0.25 per 

newspaper.  Vendors then offer the newspapers in exchange for a donation of an amount chosen 

by the donor, which is typically one dollar. 

Vendors must adhere to a code of conduct and can be identified by their badges. 

In this poignant report from WBNS-10TV investigative reporter Glenn McEntyre, a vendor 

named Joseph explains how Street Speech helped him turn his life around. 

Street Speech is a member of the North American 

Street Newspaper Association (NASNA) and the 

International Network of Street Papers. 

Along with details about how the criminal justice 

system works, the City Attorney's column includes 

information on the Fugitive Warrant Program to help 

bring offenders to justice and help reduce the 

amount of active warrants on the books. 

More information on the Columbus Coalition for the 

Homeless may be found at 

www.columbushomeless.org. 
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 The goal of Street Speech and 

the Columbus Coalition for the 

Homeless is to educate and 

serve the community at large.  

Our new partnership with the 

City Attorney hopefully will help 

draw more attention to the socio-

economic issues that drive not 

only poverty and homelessness, 

but crime as well. 

Editor of Street Speech 

Jess Peacock 

“ 

” 

Street Speech vendor Joseph was featured in 

this 10TV report after City Attorney Pfeiffer 

announced his office’s partnership with the social 

justice newspaper. 
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Community members were literally 

cheering as their hard-fought battle 

against Motel One ended with the 

recent demolition of the notorious 

hotel located at 3190 E. Main St. 

Zone Initiative Attorney Jaiza Page 

filed a motion to have the hotel, 

which was a magnet for drug 

dealing and prostitution, shut down 

and declared a public nuisance in 

2012. 

The Franklinton Board of Trade invited 

City Attorney Pfeiffer to address their 

luncheon meeting at the Spaghetti 

Warehouse earlier this summer. Special 

thanks to Trent Smith and all the 

members of the FBT. (Photo courtesy of 

Gretchen James.) 

The City Attorney’s Domestic 

Violence & Stalking Unit and the 

County Prosecutor’s Victim 

Witness staff joined together for 

a training session on crime victim 

compensation and elder abuse 

offered by the Ohio Attorney 

General’s office. 

One of our former intake 

officers, Vanessa Spears, 

took the oath to become a 

Hilliard police officer and 

started the training academy 

this summer. 

http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/


We are always ready to help when 

Steve Levine calls! Staff members Bill 

Hedrick, Jarrod Skinner, Dave Fox, 

Kat Graham, Claire Lysaght, and Mark 

Rutkus volunteered their time to take 

calls about animal abuse and 

irresponsible pet owners. 

We received several solid leads and 

even had a fugitive with three 

outstanding arrest warrants call to turn 

herself in. 
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Well-wishes to highly 

regarded staff member 

Hunter Sully, who said 

his goodbyes to our 

office recently, as he 

begins the Ph.D. 

program in Counseling 

Psychology at Ball 

State University. 

Staff members from our Prosecution 

Resource Unit's Intake Office stopped by 

the CPD heliport on the Hilltop. 

City Attorney Pfeiffer about to 

embark on a mosey with the latest 

class of law clerks. 
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Our Domestic Violence and 

Stalking Unit recently conducted an 

intensive training session for 

members of the 122nd Columbus 

Police Division recruit class. 

Assistant City Prosecutor Mike 

Wander is pictured here teaching 

about how to determine the Primary 

Physical Aggressor. 

Several of our staff members 

attended National Night Out events 

throughout the city in August. 

Pictured clockwise are Zone 

Initiative Attorneys Kristen Kroflich, 

Shayla Favors, and Jaiza Page. 

A special thanks to all those in the 

community who volunteer their time 

to make these NNO events so 

successful each year. 

http://www.columbuscityattorney.org/
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We are proud to report that Environmental Court Prosecutor 

Jarrod B. Skinner was elected President of the Board of Directors 

for the John Mercer Langston Bar Association earlier this summer. 

Jarrod was born in the Bronx, NY and lived there until his senior 

year in high school, when his family relocated to Bedford, OH.  

After one year in Bedford, Jarrod graduated high school and 

headed south to Columbus to attend The Ohio State University. 

During his formative years, Jarrod—with interests ranging from 

archeology and anthropology to art—didn’t have a distinct desire to 

one day become an attorney, but he knew he wanted to wear a suit 

to work. 

Since his eclectic interests in digging for artifacts and drawing in a 

sketch book didn’t necessarily offer him a lot of options to wear a 

suit, Jarrod chose to major in Communications.  During his 

freshman year at OSU, he was assigned to live in Steeb Hall, 

practically next door to the Moritz College of Law. 

Jarrod was soon hired as an undergraduate student employee at Moritz, eventually working in the 

law library, the law review, and the admissions department for the law school.  It was during this 

time that Jarrod became interested in pursuing a career in the legal profession, with the added 

bonus that attorneys often wear suits. 

After receiving his Bachelor’s degree, Jarrod entered Capital University Law School and gained 

valuable, real-world experience interning for the Franklin County Public Defender’s Office and the 

law firm of Weltman, Weinberg & Reis while attending law school. 

Upon earning his law degree and passing the bar, Jarrod was hired to serve as staff attorney for 

then-Common Pleas Judge Angela Phelps White.  After Phelps White lost her election in 2006 to 

Stephen L. McIntosh, who at the time was Chief Prosecutor for the Columbus City Attorney’s office, 

a friend suggested that Jarrod apply for an opening, ironically, as an assistant city prosecutor. 

Jarrod was officially hired by City Attorney Pfeiffer in January 2007 and served as a courtroom 

prosecutor until being especially assigned to prosecute criminal cases in the Environmental 

Division of the Franklin County Municipal Court in 2012. 

Jarrod appreciates his current assignment for a host of reasons:  the unique jurisdiction granted to 

the Environmental Court by the Ohio Revised Code affords Jarrod the opportunity to apply a wide 

breadth of laws and regulations; positive outcomes in environmental cases can have a tremendous 

impact on communities and neighborhoods; and, as a very social person, Jarrod is able to interact 

with wide array of people, from witnesses and attorneys to judges, community leaders, and 

everyday residents of Columbus. 

Jarrod’s advice to aspiring law school students and young lawyers just starting out in their 

profession is to “get out of your comfort zone and become part of things.”  He advocates networking 

and meeting people in as many different settings as possible.  Jarrod also believes it is important for 

lawyers to use their unique life experiences and perspectives in the application of the law. 

While Jarrod may not be sifting through dirt at an archeological dig, he just may have a soil 

contamination case.  In Environmental Court, one never knows what may be around the bend. 
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Jarrod Skinner 
Title: Assistant City Prosecutor 

Education: Capital University Law 

School, J.D.; The Ohio State 

University, B.A.; Bedford High 

School, Bedford, Ohio 
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Citizen Action 
The very serious crime of child endangering has been added to the City Attorney’s Fugitive 

Warrant Program. 

According to a recent report from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 6.3 

million children nationwide were referred to protective service agencies. 

Reports also indicate that young children are the most vulnerable to maltreatment, with 

victims between the ages of one to three years old having the highest victimization rates 

according to the most recent national study. 

Nearly 70% of children who die from abuse are under the age of four.  These troubling 

statistics have to stop. 

Anyone with information concerning the individuals listed below—both of whom failed to 

appear in court to answer charges filed against them—is asked to please contact Assistant City 

Prosecutor Bill Hedrick at 614.645.8874 or brhedrick@columbus.gov. 

If you are one of the listed individuals, you are strongly encouraged to turn yourself in or 

contact an attorney.  The Columbus Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service can be reached at 

614.221.0754 and the Franklin County Public Defender’s Office can be reached at 

614.525.3194. 

Email YouTube Web FaceBook 

Follow the Office of City Attorney Richard C. Pfeiffer, Jr. 

Twitter 
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DOB: 12/19/1987 (Age 26) 

Last known address: 8213 Sea Star Dr.  Blacklick, Ohio 43004 

Case Number(s): 2013 CRB 

005848, 2013 CRB 009614 and 2013 

CRB 015661 

Derrica Brewer 

wanted 

Height: 5’9”    Weight: 133 

Hair: Brown   Eyes: Hazel 

Charges: 2919.22(A) – Endangering Children; 2925.12 – Possession of Drug 

Instrument (two counts); 2925.14(C1) – Drug Paraphernalia 

DOB: 11/07/1981 (Age 32) 

Last known address: 54 Whitethorne Ave.  Columbus, Ohio 43204 

Case Number(s): 2013 CRB 022692 

and 2013 CRB 005753 

Mistie Springer 

wanted 

Charges: 2919.22(A) – Endangering Children (two counts) and 2913.02(A1) - Theft 

Height: 5’4”    Weight: 112 

Hair: Brown   Eyes: Green 
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